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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-6, 9, 11-13, 17, 21 and 23-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Daneshvar in view of Dobos, along with Malloui. 

Daneshvar discloses in figures 5-6 a pressure relieving dressing for a wound 
comprising an absorbent element 42 (made of gauze), a substantially non-absorbent 
pressure distributing element 45, made of a material that distributes both static pressure 
and sudden impacts (col. 14, lines 5-11), the absorbent element is part of a skin 
contacting surface (fig. 6, shows the absorbent element being located to touch the skin), 
being encircled by and inset within the pressure distributing element (fig. 6) and 
extending partly through the thickness of the pressure distributing element (the entire 
absorbent element extends partially through the thickness of the pressure distributing 
element in figure 6). The surface of the dressing brought in contact with the skin shows 
adhesive properties is a function that the absorbent material is capable of performing. 
However, Daneshvar doesn't discloses the absorbent element being situated 
eccentrically with respect to the pressure distributing element, the absorbent element 
being made of polyurethane, the pressure distributing element being made of an 
elastomer, a top layer covering the dressing, the absorbent layer including an 
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antimicrobial agent or the pressure distributing element being elliptical in shape or the 
pressure distributing element having indentations. Dobso teaches in figure 7 pressure 
relieving dressing comprising a non-absorbent pressure distributing element 40, an 
absorbent element 44, that can be situated eccentrically with respect to the pressure 
distributing element (col. 11, lines 45-49). The pressure distributing element is made of 
a synthetic polymer (an elastomer), that is polyurethane (col. 10, lines 57-59). The 
absorbent element is made of polyurethane (col. 7, lines 13-16) and a surface coated 
polyethylene (col. 7, line 16). The dressing includes a top layer 42 that forms a flange 
(the outer edge of 42) that encircles the skin contact portion of the absorbent element 
and the pressure. The absorbent element includes an antimicrobial agent (col. 1 1 , lines 
45-48) and the dressing may be any shape (col. 1 1 , lines 34-36). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made 
that the absorbent element disclose by Daneshvar and taught by could be situated 
eccentrically to the pressure distributing element as taught by Dobos in order to perform 
certain application or be able to locate the absorbent element away from the center line 
of the pressure distributing element. The pressure distributing element disclosed by 
Daneshavar could be made of polyurethane as taught by Dobos because it is a durable 
material. The absorbent material disclosed by Daneshavar could be fabricated of 
polyurethane as taught by Dobos because it is a durable, absorbent material. The 
flange as taught by Dobos could be used to protect the pressure distributing element 
and the absorbent element. The dressing could be any shape as taught by Dobos 
because the shape is not critical. The antibiotic agent as taught by Dobos could be 
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incorporated into the absorbent material disclosed by Daneshavar to prevent germs 
from forming on the skin contacting portion of the absorbent material. For the sake of 
argument, Malloui teaches in figures 1-2 a pressure dressing comprising an absorbent 
element 3 that extends partially through a pressure distributing element (2,2). The 
pressure distributing elements having indentations (fig. 3). It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art to form the absorbent material disclosed by 
Daneshvar partially through the thickness of the pressure distributing element as taught 
by Malloui in order to provide a stronger, durable connection between the absorbent 
element and the pressure distributing element. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
references as applied to claims above, and further in view of Flam. 

Flam teaches in figures 1 a pressure dressing comprising a pressure indicator 
(col. 3, lines 3-6). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time that the invention was made that the pressure indicator as taught by Flam 
could be incorporated into the dressing disclosed by Daneshavar and taught by Dobos 
and Malloui in order to be able to signal changes in the amount of pressure applied to 
the dressing over the wound. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
references as applied to claims above, and further in view of Marcussen. 

Marcussen discloses in figure 1 a dressing comprising beveled edges 4. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention 
was made that the dressing disclosed by Daneshvar and taught by Dobos, along with 
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Malloui could be fabricated with beveled edges as taught by Marcussen in order to used 
the beveled edges to grip the outer edge of the dressing when pulling the dressing off of 
a wound or incision. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7,18-19 and 22 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 25-27 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Dauerkompresse discloses a pressure relieving dressing. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Brown whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4972. The examiner can normally be reached on 5:30 am-4:00 pm Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gergory Huson can be reached on 571-272-4887. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



M. Brown 
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